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	   The Global Urban Sustainability Solutions Exchange 

	

	CONCEPT
	The Global Urban Sustainability Solutions Exchange  (GUSSE) is an online place where the world can collectively discuss, review and apply the best ideas for sustainable cities. 

	
	(
	Need:  
Imagine you’re a city manager in Kigali, Kowloon or Kiev faced with a water quality crisis or waste policy issue. How can you quickly scope the latest ideas and proven solutions? Consultants are expensive. Google isn’t the answer.  Academic databases are impenetrable.  The sustainability noise is deafening – where can you find a signal?

	
	(
	Solution:  
Now imagine an Amazon-like online destination where the ‘products’ are sustainability solutions and the dialogues of countless consumers, like you, can search browse, share, rate, and pick up the best ideas.  Even better – it’s free!  That’s GUSSE.

	
	GUSSE is a gift to the world from Canada - a primary legacy of 2006 WUF3 in Vancouver.

	

	HOW 

GUSSE

WORKS
	Cities everywhere, regardless of religion and politics, share critical sustainability challenges without a reliable place to share and build knowledge. GUSSE brings together the most current, valuable and trusted solutions for urban sustainability, then continuously refines and applies them within a ‘social networking’ engine that harnesses collective wisdom on a global scale. 

GUSSE is designed for a global community of city-builders who, simply by searching for solutions they need and by sharing what they know, will help identify the best ideas and resources for everyone.  The starting point is thousands of existing sources of sustainability information from respected international partners.  Then, by applying advanced tagging, filtering and search technologies, every user will automatically add value  - creating collective sense by reducing complexity and building actionable consensus. GUSSE works on the ‘network effect’: the ability for millions of small contributions of knowledge to assemble into a trusted authority.

GUSSE also grows as a network.  Anyone from anywhere can participate at any time for free, and once a city is ready it can also host its own version of GUSSE using the open source and free distribution software provided.   This allows cities to build local knowledge and manage local solutions, always respecting local cultures, languages and priorities.  All GUSSE cities are automatically connected, and all of the best solutions are automatically shared.  GUSSE makes it easy to think and act locally and globally all at once.

	

	GOVERNANCE

&

STATUS
	GUSSE is a signature project of the University of British Columbia in collaboration with leading institutional, NGO, corporate, and governmental organizations.  

An Advisory Committee of urban sustainability experts has helped guide this innovation.  An international group of champions will be convened following WUF3 to provide open, transparent governance for GUSSE’s future.

A comprehensive GUSSE business plan and interactive prototype will be introduced at WUF3.

	

	INTERESTED?
	Come see us at WUF3 for GUSSE’s world premiere!  Please try out the GUSSE prototype!
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