A successful concept: Micro credits for Incremental Housing Development
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The Networking Event “A successful concept: Micro credits for incremental Housing Development” will present how micro financing can serve as a model for how to gradually improve or rebuild your house with small loans and technical assistance. 
The model to be presented at the Networking Event is based on experiences from Sida supported housing programmes in Central America that give poor people the opportunity to borrow money to improve their homes and living environments. The programmes have been running for two decades and during the first ten years only, the programmes supported more than 450,000 people (over 90,000 families) and continue to support more families up till today. Experiences from the housing programmes in Nicaragua, Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica and El Salvador are now being passed on to other regions in the world. 

The audience will be introduced to the background to Sida’s work with the programmes and shown examples on how these programmes have gone from ideas to actions. The dialogues will focus on incremental building, long-term financing, methods for up-scaling of projects, as well as discussions on how to adjust projects and conceptual ideas to the varying preconditions in different countries. 

The issue of micro credits for incremental housing development is also raised in a regional course that will be launched in Nicaragua in 2007, using the Central American experiences from the Sida supported housing programmes as learning tools. The course is part of PROMESHA, a Sida financed training programme for planning and housing professionals in Latin America and is coordinated by HDM, Lund University, Sweden.
The Networking Event is coordinated by Per Fröberg, Sida. 
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