Description of the Networking Session
“Knowledge Networks for Women’s Health and Safety”
World Urban Forum

Thursday, June 22nd 2006

Vancouver Convention & Exhibition Centre, Room Oceanview 1

1:30-3:30pm

Session Objective:  This session will look at the ways we can link the range of global, national and local knowledge networks to develop policies that will promote the health and safety of at risk women.  It will begin with presentations followed by an open, collaborative discussion.
Presentation:  Strengthening Knowledge Networks for Immigrant, Refugee, and Migrant Women in Cities 

By Kamlyn Ng-See-Quan, NNEWH and Action Canada for Population Development
Language, culture, programs and environments are some factors that present unique health and safety issues for immigrant and migrant workers, specifically women, in cities.  Coordination and transfer of knowledge between networks and the community presents challenges in urban centres, yet ensuring health and safety for immigrant and migrant workers is a human right.  Health and safety issues are growing concerns with the demand for immigration and migrant workers as labour shortages rise.  Models of knowledge networks for immigrant women and migrant workers will be discussed.     
Contact Information:

Kamlyn Ng-See-Quan, Research & Liaison Officer

Action Canada for Population and Development

260, rue Dalhousie Street,
Suite/Bureau 300
Ottawa, Ontario

Canada   K1N 7E4

Website: www.acpd.ca
Tel:  (613) 562-0880 ext. 231

Email:  ngqkl@yahoo.ca
Presentation:  Refugee Women’s Habitat, Health and Safety: Knowledge Transfer to Grass Root Level Refugee Women
By Swarna Weerasinghe, NNEWH and Dalhousie University
Healthy and safety are interlinked for refugee women who have fled from unsafe, traumatized environments from many parts of the world. The government assisted refugees have arrived with a renowned vision of looking for a safe living environment in 
the host country.  In this presentation we will explore how this can become a reality using an effective knowledge network. In order to gain momentum in the discussion we will discuss health and safety issues for these women and possible models of building effective knowledge networks.  

Contact Information:

Swarna Weerasinghe 
RNEIWH Academic Co-Chair 

& Professor 
Community Health and Epidemiology, 

Centre for Clinical Research, Dalhousie University 
5790, University Ave 
Halifax, NS  B3H 1V7 


Tel: (902) 494-1753 
Fax: (902) 494-1597 
E-mail: swarna.weerasinghe@dal.ca
Presentation:  Urban Aboriginal Women 
By Linda Day, Executive Director, Aboriginal Women’s Health and Healing Research Group (AWHHRG)

The right to live in a healthy and safe environment is a fundamental basic human right. However, many Aboriginal women face daily health and safety issues that are unique to them. This session will provide participants with an overview of the health and safety issues that affect Aboriginal women in both urban settings and rural communities, and discuss suggestions for policy change.
Contact Information:
Ms. Linda Day, Executive Director

Aboriginal Women’s Health and Healing Research Group

College of Health Disciplines

University of British Columbia

408-2194 Health Sciences Mall

Vancouver, B.C.  V6T 1Z3

Website: www.awhhrg.ca
Tel: (604) 827-3349

Fax: (604) 822-2495

Email: lindaday@interchange.ubc.ca
Presentation:  Women Living with Disabilities and Safety in the Urban Environment

By Fran Odette, NNEWH and Education Wife Assault; Karen Yoshida, NNEWH and University of Toronto 


This presentation will be reviewing findings from the Urban Women’s Health and Disability Online Chat/Message Board that occurred in Fall 2005 bringing women from across Canada to talk about various areas of interest related to health and disability.  The presentation will focus specifically on women’s responses to relationship between health and violence, with a focus on the forms of abuse experience, barriers faced in accessing services, women’s agency in response to violence and recommendations for change. 
Contact Information:

Fran Odette, Program Manager

Women with Disabilities and Deaf Women’s Program

Education Wife Assault

220-215 Spadina Avenue

Toronto, Ontario  M5T 2C7

Tel: (416) 968-3422 Ext. 30

Fax: (416) 968-2026
Email: fodette@womanabuseprevention.com
Contact Information:

Karen Yoshida
Department of Physical Therapy

University of Toronto

500 University Ave Rm 838

Toronto ON Canada M5G 1V7

Tel:  (416) 978-6589

Email:  karen.yoshida@utoronto.ca
Presentation: Forced Displacements: Impacts on Women’s Security and Health

by Marisol Dalmazzo Peillard, AVP-Asociación Vivienda Popular (Social Housing Association), Colombia
This presentation will discuss forced eviction in Colombia, where women and children have had to abandon their towns, homes, and jobs due to threats caused by armed violence in affected territories.  It will identify actions and strategies, and state policies, that support networks are developing to ensure these women's safety, and to compensate for their losses, both affective and material. Work on this issue has been carried out by various organizations, and not directly by AVP. However, these organizations have become integrated into the work of the Latin American Women and Habitat Network. Marisol Dalmazzo will act as a spokesperson and will share their work and approaches, which she supports. 
Contact Information:

Marisol Dalmazzo

Technical Director

AVP-Asociación Vivienda Popular (Social Housing Association)

Tel: 57-1-2883271 / 2872213

Fax: 57-1-2883281

E-mail: proyectos@avp.org.co
The National Network on Environments and Women’s Health (NNEWH) organized this session in partnership with representatives from: 

Women in Cities International

Aboriginal Women’s Health and Healing Research Group 

Toronto Women’s Call to Action 

Action Canada for Population Development 
Community Health and Epidemiology, Dalhousie University
Women with Disabilities and Deaf Women’s Program, Education Wife Assault

Department of Physical Therapy, University of Toronto

AVP-Asociación Vivienda Popular (Social Housing Association), Colombia
NNEWH is supported financially through a contribution agreement with the Bureau of Women’s Health and Gender Analysis, Health Canada.  The views herein do not necessarily represent the views or official policy of Health Canada.  For further information about NNEWH and its initiatives please contact Gail Lush, Communications Coordinator, at lushg@yorku.ca  or call 416-736-2100, ext. 20713.  
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