“Sport as a Tool for Social Inclusion and Community Development”

WUF3 Networking Event  

Thursday, June 22, 2006- 4:30-6:30

Rm: Oceanview 1 

Hosted in partnership with the Department of Canadian Heritage (International Sport and Sport Canada), Right to Play, Musqueam First Nation and the University of British Columbia

Why A Sport Session at the World Urban Forum?

Sport has the ability to help overcome the challenges of urbanization.  As one of the most popular forms of community engagement, sport initiatives have the potential to raise awareness and dispel myths concerning healthy practices; to create role models and community leaders; to involve those groups often lying at the margins of community participation (including street children, those affected with HIV/AIDS and disabled youth); and, to promote methods of upgrading the physical environment.   Further, sport provides an opportunity to bring different cultures together towards a positive common goal.  

Networking Event Objectives 

To demonstrate the role of sport as a tool for social inclusion and community development by:  

· Highlighting international and domestic practical case studies using sport to improve communities; and,   
· Communicating domestic and international policy thinking and engagement in the broader international movement to use and promote sport as a tool for development and peace and in addressing the MDGs. 
Secondary objectives include: 

· Demonstrating the role of sport:

· as a medium for education.

· in addressing issues specific to Indigenous Peoples.

· as set out in the Conference Board of Canada Report Strengthening Canada: The Socio-Economic Benefits of Sport Participation in Canada (August, 2005):

· to change individuals—including their health and well-being, their social networks and sense of social connection, and their skills.

· to affect communities—including the social cohesion and social capital of communities.

· on the economy—creating jobs (social inclusion can mean a job).

· to help shape our national and cultural identities (social inclusion means a community/national identity where the contribution of all are celebrated and reflected) 

· Strengthening and creating new unanticipated partnerships. 

Panel Participants

Chair: 

· Dr. Djibril Diallo, Director of the United Nations Office of Sport for Development and Peace

Panellists: 

· Bob Munro, Canadian founder of the Mathare Youth Sport Association in Kenya 
· Oscar Mwaanga from the EduSport Foundation and Kicking AIDS Out! in Zambia 

· Jacqui Ferraby & Merv Kelly of the Musqueam First Nation and the University of British Columbia, respectively

· An Athlete Ambassador representing Right to Play
· David McCrindle, Manager, Sport Participation Policy, Sport Canada
Target Audience 

Among those expected to attend WUF3, we are hoping to influence the following groups regarding the value of sport as a tool for social inclusion and community development: 

· Cities, local authorities and local government organizations

· Civil society organizations at the international, national and local levels 

· International and national governments responsible for urban development, homelessness, health, environment

· Urban researchers and practitioners

· Athletes and athletic administrators interested in community engagement

· International, national and local NGOs

· Parliamentarians
· Funders
